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The  3»-sur  L'nitcd  States  ot  America  Hau  ot  ISh""  (adopted,  1877) 


Departinent  of  the  Treasury  Flag  of  1887 


U.S.  Marine  Hospital  Ser\ace  Flag  18^1  to  mi 
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U.S.  Public  Health  and  Marine  Ho.spital  Service  Flag,  1902  to  1912 


U.S.  Public  Health  Service  Flag,  1912  to  pre.sent 
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Philadelphia  about  the  time  the  Marine  Hospital 
Ser\  ice  was  created. 


M.  oday  it  is  not  easy  to  recognize  the  vast 
importance  and  close  ties  that  public  health 
and  maritime  health  had  in  earlier  American 
history'.  Originally  the  Colonies  were  only 
seaports  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  with 
outlying  dependencies.  Interconnection  was 
b\'  ship.  The  Colonies  had  strict  local 
sanitation  laws  and  were  keenly  aware  of 
the  disease  threat  carried  by  ships  and 
sailors.  Their  entry  into  ports  was 
controlled  by  local  laws  as  early  as  1699, 
when  Philadelphia  traced  its  first  Yellow 
Fever  epidemic  to  a  ship  from  Barbados  and 
passed  "An  Act  to  prevent  Sickly  Vessels 
from  Coming  into  this  Government."  During 
the  1700's  "health  officers"  were  appointed 
by  communities  to  enforce  maritime 
quarantine  laws.  Ships  suspected  of  carrying 
contagious  disease  were  held  in  isolation  for 
a  period  of  40  days.  To  show  this 
quarantine,  ships  were  required  to  fly  a 
yellow  flag.  The  yellow  background  of  the 
U.S.  Public  Health  Service  flag 
commemorates  this  history. 


A  Federal  Role  Begins 

In  UiO  Pennsylvania  began  collection  of 
money  to  support  medical  treatment  of 
sailors  in  hospitals.  But  protection  of  the 
public  health  as  a  function  for  a  central 
government  was  never  considered  during 
the  Colonial  period.  Public  health  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  for  example. 
Despite  local  control  efforts,  there  were 
numerous  serious  disease  outbreaks.  On 
November  22,  1797,  President  John  Adams 
began  his  annual  message  to  Congress  with 
"1  was  for  some  time  apprehensive  that  it 
would  be  necessary  on  account  of  the 
contagious  sickness  which  affected  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  to  convene  the  National 
Legislature  at  some  other  place."  It  was 
during  this  Yellow  Fever  epidemic,  on  July 
16,  1798,  that  President  John  Adams  signed 
the  first  Federal  public  health  law,  "An  Act 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  Seamen". 
This  law  called  on  Collectors  of  Customs  to 
assess  for  every  arriving  seaman  20  cents  a 
month  for  the  care  of  sick  seamen  and  the 
building  of  hospitals.  This  mone)'  was 
deposited  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  That  is  how  the  Marine  Hospital 
Service  was  created  and  found  itself  a  part 
of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury. 

In  contrast  to  the  minor  Federal  role,  there 
was  keen  general  public  interest  in  medical 
matters.  The  first  medical  journal  appeared 
in  the  United  States  in  July  1797  The 
Medical  Repository  was  the  forerunner  of 
249  private  medical  journals  printed  in 


principal  American  cities  between  1800  and 
1850,  informing  the  public  on  progress  in 
the  health  field  and  giving  physicians  a 
chance  to  tell  of  their  own  and  of  European 
researches  and  observations.  President 
Jefferson  personally  campaigned  for 
smallpox  vaccination,  and  by  1802  it  was 
firmly  established  in  this  country.  In  this 
year  legislation  was  passed  to  provide 
S15,000  for  the  erection  of  a  Marine 
Hospital  at  Boston  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  Albert  Gallatin  reported  in 
February  1802  that  he  was  operating 
hospitals  in  Boston;  Newport;  Norfolk;  and 
Charleston,  S.C.  He  was  contracting  for 
medical  .services  in  Baltimore;  New  York; 
Philadelphia;  Portland,  Maine;  New  London, 
Connecticut;  Wilmington;,  New  Bern  and 
Edenton,  North  Carolina;  Alexandria, 
Virginia;  and  Savannah.  To  December  30, 
1801,  1147875  had  been  received  of  which 
S43,76l  remained  unexpended. 


Mortar  and  pestle  from  a  Marine  Hospital. 


Many  colonial  towns,  like  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia,  were  founded  as  far  in  land  as  ships 
could  navigate. 


The  elaborate  surgeon's  field  kit  of  Dr  Joiin  M. 
Woodwortii,  Supervising  Surgeon,  U.S.  Marine 
Hospitiil  Service. 


Independent  Marine 
Hospitals 

From  1798  until  1870  there  was  no 
central  supervisory  authority  over  the 
efforts  of  the  Marine  Hospitals.  The 
authority  was  in  the  President,  who  seemed 
to  have  delegated  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  Marine  hospital  matters  at  the 
Treasury  Department  were  handled  by  an 
official  designated  as  "Marine  Hospital 
Clerk."  As  part  of  the  Revenue  Marine 
Division  of  the  Treasury  Department,  each 
hospital  operated  independently  The 
hospitals  were  always  hard  pressed.  The 
Staten  Island  Marine  Hospital  and 
Quarantine  Station  was  planned  for  200 
patients,  yet  even  before  it  officially  opened 
945  patients  were  admitted  between  May 
and  December  1801.  For  example,  the  ship 
Penelope  arrived  on  June  10  with  262 
persons  with  yellow  and  ship  fever, 
smallpox,  and  dysentery  of  whom  74  died. 

A  customary  marine  hospital  pattern  was 
the  privately-built  and  owned  hospital 
whose  proprietor,  under  contract,  took  only 
sick  seamen  as  patients  and  received  pay 
from  the  Federal  Government.  Such  a  new 
hospital  was  started  in  1833  in  Apalachicola, 
Florida,  under  contract  with  Dr.  John 
Gorrie.  He  conceived  the  idea  of  artificially 
cooling  the  air  of  hospitals  and  sick  rooms 


The  Marine  Hospital,  Staten  Island,  N.Y. 


with  the  hope  of  curing  and  preventing 
M'llow  Fever.  Eventually  he  perfected  the 
process  of  manufacturing  ice  and  was 
granted  a  United  States  patent  on  artificial 
refrigeration  in  1851.  This  was  the 
forerunner  of  the  modern  refrigerator  and 
air  conditioning. 

Before  the  Civil  War  there  were  great 
epidemics  and  recurring  invasions  of  Asiatic 
cholera,  smallpox,  and  Yellow  Fever. 
Generally  it  w3.s  thought  that  cleanliness 
was  the  best  defense — and  it  was  against 
some  diseases  such  as  typhus.  Despite  its 
\  ulnerability  the  U.S.  did  not  suffer  two  of 
the  great  scourges  of  mankind — bubonic 
plague  and  cholera.  But  in  1832  Asiatic 
cholera  (not  the  same  disease  as  cholera) 
entered  the  U.S.  In  this  disease  death  strikes 
quickly  A  perfectly  well  family  is  at  peace 
in  its  home.  A  stranger  asks  for  a  drink  of 
water  and  falls  dying  at  their  feet.  The  next 
day  the  whole  family  sickens.  The  following 
day  all  are  dead.  The  U.S.  had  four 
invasions  each  lasting  about  three  years  in 
1832,  1849,  1854,  and  1866. 


Growth  and  Criticism 


JL  rustration  over  epidemics  lead  to 
criticism  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  for 
the  lack  of  coordination  in  fighting  diseases. 
Overcrowding  and  low  pay  for  physicians 
were  also  cited.  In  1848  the  Navy 
Department  asked  Congress  to  place  the 
Marine  Hospitals  under  the  Navy  hospital 
system.  A  Congressional  study  costing 
S1,000,  was  commissioned  but  a  change  of 
Administration  kept  the  Marine  Hospital 
Service  in  the  Treasury  Department.  There 
were  questions  about  the  Marine  Hospital 
Fund.  After  1804  it  was  so  pooriy  collected 
that  the  Congress  had  to  make  up  the 
deficits.  The  growing  number  of  hospitals, 
in  part,  made  collections  difficult.  By  1843 
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the  Marine  Hospitals  were  spreading  so  far 
west  that  there  was  even  one  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands.  Despite  its  problems,  the 
Marine  Hospital  Service  was  flourishing.  On 
December  12,  1853,  an  immense  700 
patient  Marine  Hospital  was  completed  in 
San  Francisco  at  a  cost  of  $250,000. 


The  Civil  War  and  Its 
Aftermath 


B 


•  y  the  standards  of  the  day  the  Marine 
Hospital  Service  was  a  large  Federal 
enterprise,  operating  27  hospitals  by  the 
start  of  the  Civil  War  By  comparison,  the 
U.S.  Army  had  98  medical  officers,  20 
thermometers,  6  stethoscopes  and  a  few 
medical  text  books.  The  Army  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  had  24 


Dr.  Joseph  J.  Kinyoun,  founder  of  the  Laboratory 
of  Hygiene. 

medical  officers.  In  1864  only  eight  USMHS 
hospitals  were  in  operation;  the  others 
being  taken  over  for  military  operations. 

The  Civil  War  largely  stopped  medical 
research  in  the  United  States.  However,  it 
was  the  impetus  for  the  assemblage  of 


medical  publications,  now  part  of  the  NIH's 
National  Library  of  Medicine,  which  began 
as  a  small  collection  in  the  Army  Surgeon 
General's  Office  in  1836. 

Following  the  Civil  War  pressure  began  to 
mount  again  over  the  administration  of  the 
Marine  Hospitals.  President  Grant  took 
office  in  1869  and  commissioned  a  study 
by  the  Treasury  Department  with  Dr  John 
Shaw  Billings,  the  Army's  authority  on 
hospitals,  as  "Consulting  Surgeon,  Marine 
Hospital  Service."  Tne  study  found  the 
Marine  Hospital  Service  "upon  the  whole  in 
an  unsatisfactory  condition."  On  June  29, 
1870,  President  Grant  signed  a  bill 
establishing  a  "Bureau  of  the  U.S.  Marine 
Hospital  Service"  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  raising  the  fees  for  seamen 
from  S.40  to  $.60  per  month,  and  creating 
a  Supervising  Surgeon. 

Dr  John  M.  Woodworth,  the  medical  hero 
of  Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea,  was 
appointed  the  first  Supervising  Surgeon  of 
the  Marine  Hospital  Service  in  April  1871. 
He  organized  the  Service,  designed  a  seal 
and  flag,  and  set  up  through  the 
Department  of  State  a  reporting  system  on 
epidemics  overseas.  The  seal  is  a  design  of 
an  anchor,  representing  the  sea,  crossed  at 
right  angles  with  the  Caduceus  of  Mercury 
with  two  serpents  entwined  on  staff.  This  is 
not  the  Caduceus  of  Aesculapius,  with 
single  serpent,  symbol  of  medicine.  Rather, 
it  is  the  sign  of  the  pacifier,  carried  by 
heralds  and  ambassadors  as  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  used  by  Army  medical  men,  who  had  a 
peacefijl  mission  on  the  battlefield.  It  was 
also  a  symbol  of  commerce,  which  made  it 
doubly  appropriate  for  the  medical  service 
of  the  merchant  marine. 


The  Zeiss  microscope  of 
Joseph  J.  Kinyoun, 
Laboratory  of  Hygiene, 
USMHS. 


While  the  United  Suttes  had  been  at  war, 
three  Europeans  led  a  dramatically 
successful  attack  on  disease  and  death 
through  the  new  science  of  bacteriology 
They  were  Louis  Pasteur,  of  France;  Dr 
Joseph  Lister,  of  Great  Britain;  and  Dr 
Robert  Koch,  of  Germany  Two  were 
masterly  laboratory  scientists.  Lister,  a 
distinguished  surgeon.  One  of  Koch's  pupils, 
Joseph  Kinyoun,  who  had  received  his 
medical  degree  from  the  Bellevue  Medical 
College  in  New  York  in  1882,  studied  at  the 
Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris  and  in  Germany 
before  returning  to  join  the  Marine  Hospital 
Service.  In  August  1887  Dr  Kinyoun  started 
the  first  public  health  research  center,  the 
"Laboratory  of  Hygiene"  at  the  Marine 
Hospital  on  Staten  Island.  This  laboratory 
eventually  would  become  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health. 


Flags  of  1887 


X  he  display  begins  with  the  U.S.  Flag  of 
1887  This  was  the  38  star  flag  adopted  July 
4,  1877  States  yet  to  join  the  Union  were: 
Alaska,  Arizona,  Hawaii,  Idaho,  Montana, 
New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  Oklahoma, 
South  Dakota,  Utah,  Washington,  and 
Wyoming. 

No  Treasury  Department  flags  from  1887  are 
known  to  exist.  However,  an  1894  book  on 
U.S.  merchant  vessels  describes  the  flag.  It 
features  the  Seal  of  the  Treasury,  which  was 
designed  in  1778  and  which,  interestingly 
predates  the  Treasury  Department  by  some 
10  years.  The  balance  scale  represents 
justice,  and  the  key  official  authority  The 
shield  on  either  side  is  surrounded  by  a 
spray  of  laurel  in  blossom  and  pearl  beads. 
There  is  an  abbreviated  Latin  legend 
meaning  "The  Seal  of  the  Treasury  of  North 
America."  The  Continental  Congress  had 
very  high  hopes  indeed  for  the  success  of 
the  American  Revolution.  This  flag  was 
discontinued  in  1911. 
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Diptlieria  Antitoxin  produced  by  the  Hygienic 
Laboratory,  1895. 


Birth  of  the  Hygienic 
Laboratory 


M.  hroughout  the  1880's,  controversy 
surrounded  the  Marine  Hospital  Service.  A 
bill  was  introduced  in  Congress  to  set  up  a 
Bureau  of  Health  in  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  In  testifying  before  Congress  against 
the  bill  on  February  24,  1888,  Surgeon 
General  John  B.  Hamilton  said  "I  desire  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
Weekly  Abstract  published  a  few  weeks  ago. 


A  U.S.  PH&MHS  laboratory  about  1902 


in  which  the  diagnosis  of  cholera  was  made 
of  the  cases  that  occurred  in  New  York,  by 
an  officer  of  my  service  by  the  name  of 
Kinyoun,  who  spent  nearly  fi\'e  years  in  the 
study  of  bacteriology.  We  spent  several 
hundred  dollars  in  forming  a  laboratory-  in 
New  York."  That  was  the  first  time  the 


Hygienic  Laboratory  scientist  posed  in  tiie  1920's 
with  Dr  Kinyoun's  micrciscope. 


Congress  had  heafd  of  NIH's  predecessor, 
the  Laboratory  of  Hygiene.  The  sensational 
announcement  that  Dr  Kinyoun  had 
isolated  the  organism  that  caused  cholera 
was  enough  to  stop  the  proposed  transfer 
to  the  Department  of  the  Interior 


The  1900's  Bring  Change 

Cjeneral  laboratory  work  was  not 
specifically  authorized  until  the  passage  of 
the  sundry  civil  appropriation  act  of  March 
3,  1901,  which  made  an  appropriation  for 
the  erection  of  a  laboratory  "for  the 
investigation  of  infectious  diseases  and 
matters  pertaining  to  the  public  health."  The 
Act  of  July  1,  1902,  provided  specifically  for 
the  organization  and  management  of  the 
Hygienic  Laboratory  The  Hygienic 
Laboratory  was  expanded  to  include  four 
main  divisions:  Bacteriology  and  Pathology 
Chemistry  Pharmacology  and  Zoology  An 
Advisory  Board  of  outside  experts  was  also 
created.  In  1902  the  Hygienic  Laboratory 
also  became  a  regulatory  agency,  when  it 
was  charged  with  enforcing  laboratory 
standards  for  producers  of  vaccines  and 
antitoxins  injected  into  the  human  body 
.Seventy  years  later  NIH  relinguished  this 
fijnction  to  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration. 


The  name  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service 
was  changed  by  the  July  I,  1902,  law  to  the 
"Public  Health  and  Marine  Hospital  Service." 
A  new  seal  and  flag  were  created.  Public 
pressure  for  less  emphasis  on  the  care  of 
seamen  and  more  emphasis  on  the  control 
of  contagious  disease  in  the  general 
population  was  temporarily  satisfied.  In 
1903  there  was  a  proposal  to  move  the 
Bureau  from  the  Treasury  Department  to 
the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  foiled  this 
plan  and  had  a  law  passed  in  1904  which 
provided  that  the  Service  must  remain  in 
the  Treasury  Department  until  otherwise 
provided  in  law.  In  1906  an  eminent  'A 
Committee  of  One  Hundred"  began 
promoting  a  "National  Department  of 
Health."  By  1909  the  Hygienic  Laboratory 
had  a  staff  of  55,  15  of  whom  were 
scientists  and  a  "maintenance  appropriation" 
of  $15,000.  The  next  year  its  staff  would 
publish  the  article  that  added  "allergin"  (and 
allerg)')  to  the  medical -literature.  Responding 
to  continuing  public  pressure,  on  August  H, 
1912,  a  new  law  changed  the  name  from 
the  Public  Health  and  Marine  Hospital 
Service  to  simply  the  "Public  Health 
Service."  Again  the  .seal  and  flag  of  the 
organization  were  modified,  this  time 
incorporating  the  quarantine  flag  yellow. 

In  1915  the  Coast  Guard  was  created  in  the 
Treasury  Department  and  this  caused  a 
change  in  the  Departmental  flag  to  feature 
crossed  anchors.  In  1918  the  Hygienic 
Laboratory  was  trying  to  suppress  the 


The  regalia  of  Hugh  S.  Gumming,  Surgeon 
General  from  1920  to  1936,  during  whose  term 
the  Hygienic  Laboratory  became  the  National 
Institute  of  Health. 


Deciphering  the  genetic  code  won  a  Nobel  Prize 
for  an  NIH  scientist  in  1968. 

pandemic  "Spanish  influenza"  but  making 
little  progress  against  this  virus.  Its  work  did 
change  the  way  small  pox  vaccinations  were 
given  to  troops  and  found  their  shaving 
brushes  a  source  of  tetanus  and  anthrax.  A 
tetanus  antitoxin  and  anti-typhoid  vaccines 
were  developed. 

The  leadership  of  the  Hygienic  Laboratory 
began  campaigning  in  1922  to  study  basic 
as  well  as  applied  biomedical  research. 
Science  soley  to  increase  knowledge  was 
then  the  exclusive  property  of  the 
universities  and  few  private  foundations.  By 
1925  the  staff  was  117  with  46  scientists  and 
a  maintenance  appropriation  of  $50,000. 


The  National  Institute  of 
Health 


X  he  Hygienic  Laboratory  had  moved  in 
I89I  from  Staten  Island,  New  York,  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  where  it  would  remain 
until  its  move  in  1938  to  its  present  location 
in  Bethesda,  Maryland.  The  winter  of 
1928-1929  found  the  U.S.  in  the  grip  of  the 
worst  outbreak  of  influenza  since  the  1918 
pandemic  and  no  progress  made  on  fighting 
the  disease.  Memories  of  this  occurrence 
were  fresh  when,  on  May  26,  1930,  the 
Ransdell  Act  changed  the  name  of  the 
Hygienic  Laboratory  to  the  National  Insfitute 
of  Health,  authorized  building  construction 
money  and  created  a  system  of  fellowships. 
The  organizjition  was  still  part  of  the 
Bureau  of  the  Public  Health  Service, 
Treasury  Department.  (The  term  "Bureau" 
comes  from  the  Napoleonic  custom  of 
having  separate  pieces  of  furniture,  called 
"bureaus,"  to  sort  the  mail  and  keep  the 
files  of  different  government  offices.  Hence, 
it  would  be  said  an  organization's  incoming 


President  Roosevelt  dedicates  an  NIH  building  in 
1940. 


Bunting  from  President  Roosevelt's  dedication 
ceremonv 


mail  was  "in  the  bureau  of  the  Public 
Health  Senice.") 

NIH  research  begun  in  1931  discovered 
floride  effective  in  pre\enting  tooth  decay. 
Successful  scientific  investigations  lead  to 
the  discover}-  and  e\-entual  downfall  of  a 
number  of  diseases  v.-hich  were  pre\'alent  at 
the  time  but  are  now  forgotten.  Undulant 
fever  pellagra  and  psittacosis  were  diseases 
conquered  by  NIH  research.  Researchers 
often  contracted  the  diseases  thev  studied. 


NIH  did  studies  of  pilots  in  Worid  War  II. 


The  World  War  II  Era 


U, 


nder  President  Franklin  Roosevelt's 
government  reorganization  plan,  effective 
July  1,  1939,  the  Public  Health  Service, 
including  the  National  Institute  of  Health, 
was  transferred  from  the  Treasury 
Department  to  a  new  Federal  Security 
Agenq-.  It  combined  the  health,  education 
and  welfare  agencies  of  the  Federal 
government.  The  FSA  was  comprised  of  the 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps,  National  Youth 
Administration,  Office  of  Education,  Public 
Health  Service,  Social  Security  Board,  and 
U.S.  Emplo\'ment  Service.  The  FSA  flag 
captures  these  functions  with  its 
representation  of  a  secure  home,  a  health 
caduceus,  a  tree  for  conservation,  and  a 
lamp  and  a  book  for  education. 

Thus  ended  the  141  year  association  with 
the  Treasury  Department  which  witnessed 
the  evolution  of  the  Public  Health  Sendee 
from  a  small  organization,  devoted  entirely 
to  the  medical  care  of  merchant  seamen,  to 
a  national  health  agenq'.  The  chief  threat 
was  no  longer  the  shipborne  epidemic  but 
the  chronic  diseases— syphilis,  tuberculosis, 
heart  disease,  cancer,  and  stroke.  Crusades 
against  these  diseases  had  to  wait  until  after 
^brld  War  II,  however  During  this  wartime 
period  medical  research  focused  on  matters 
that  affected  the  armed  services,  such  as 
venereal  and  tropical  diseases  and 
tuberculosis.  Also,  the  NIH  launched  a 
nationwide  nutrition  campaign  and  did 
studies  of  pilot  deaths  from  drastic  air- 
pressure  and  oxygen-content  changes.  The 
NIH  investigated  synthetic  substitutes  for 
medicines  against  malaria  and  pain  relievers 
after  wounds. 
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n  June  I6,  1948,  the  National  Heart  Act. 
changed  the  name  of  the  National  Institute 
of  Health  to  the  National  Institutes  of 
Health.  The  NIH  budget  was  S29  million. 
Over  the  next  several  decades,  new 
institutes  were  created  in  the  NIH,  the 
Bethesda  grounds  were  expanded  to  over 
300  acres,  and  scores  of  buildings  were 
erected. 


1953  was  an  important  year  The  Clinical 
Center,  NIH's  research  hospital,  was 
dedicated  and  its  first  patient  admitted  on 
July  6.  On  April  11,  1953,  the  Public  Health 
Service,  including  the  National  Institutes  of 
Health,  became  part  of  the  newly  created 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare.  The  maroon  and  white  HEW  flag 
contains  the  medical  Caduceus  of 
Aesculapius  with  its  single  snake,  and  a 
Latin  motto  meaning  "Hope  is  the  anchor 
of  life,"  During  the  next  27  years  NIH's 
budget,  staff,  and  responsibilities  greatly 
expanded.  The  NIH  budget  in  1967  was 
SI. 4  billion;  grew  in  1977  to  S2.5  billion: 
and  in  1987  was  $6.2  billion.  The 
technology  that  allows  for  genetic  engineer- 
ing emerged  in  this  period.  NIH  developed 
the  "Pap  test"  to  diagnose  cervical  cancer 

The  final  change  in  flags  under  which  the 
NIH  has  served  occurred  on  May  14,  1980, 
with  the  creation  of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services.  The  blue  and 
gold  flag  features  an  abstract  eagle 
composed  of  human  profiles. 

The  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America 
now  contains  50  stars  for  its  50  States  and 
was  adopted  on  July  4,  I960. 


President  Truman  lays  the  cornerstone  for  the 
Clinical  Center.  June  22,  1951. 
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